
How To Write A Spicy Question!!! 
 

HOT = Higher Order Thinking 
 

-As you read you will need to think about and create HOT questions about 
the text.  
 
-HOT questions are ones that go beyond the literal, factual material and 
make you think deeper by using your prior knowledge, making inferences, and 
evaluating skills. 
 
-Answers to HOT questions go beyond yes or no, right or wrong. Instead, they 
may be more open-ended. HOT questions require a student to apply their 
knowledge and may require interpretation to answer it. 
 
-Hot Questions demonstrate comprehension of read material and focus on the 
student evaluating, creating, and analyzing what they have read. 
 

Here are comparisons of bland and HOT questions 
 

Bland HOT 
When did the Pilgrims come to 

America? 
Explain what some of the things you 
would be excited about if you were a 

Pilgrim coming to America.  
What is the name of the ship the 

Pilgrims came to America on? 
How is traveling across the ocean 
today on boat different than when 

the Pilgrims came to America? 
What hardships did the Pilgrims face? How was life in America different 

than what the Pilgrims expected? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Here are some sample HOT question starters: 
 
-What are the parts or features of….? 
-How is      related to….? 
-What motive is there…..? 
-How would you classify….? 
-What ideas justify…..? 
-What evidence can you find…..? 
-What is the relationship between….? 
-What conclusions can you draw…..? 
-What details would you use to support the view…? 
-How would you rate or evaluate….? 
-What would you recommend….? 
-What choice would you have made….? 
-How would you prioritize….? 
-What would you recommend….? 
-Would you approve/disapprove….? 
-How can you assess the value…..? 
-What is your opinion of….? 
-What changes would you make to solve….? 
-How would you improve…? 
-What would happen if….? 
-How can you elaborate on the reason…? 
-What would you adapt       to create a 
different….? 
-What would you predict as the outcome for….? 
-What in the (name a literary element) would you change…how 
would it effect the (name literary element)…? 
-What alternative can you propose…? 
-What would you do to (minimize or maximize)…? 
-What is an original way for the…? 


